
Worshiping With Children Living With Special
Educational Needs (SEN): Four Common
Misunderstandings
Worship is an integral part of the Christian faith, and children are an
important part of the church. However, for children with special educational
needs (SEN),worship can be challenging. They may have difficulty
understanding the liturgy, participating in the music, or behaving
appropriately. As a result, they may feel left out and isolated.

The Importance of Worship for Children With SEN

Despite the challenges, worship is essential for children with SEN. It
provides them with a sense of belonging, purpose, and hope. It also helps
them to develop their spiritual and social skills. When children with SEN are
able to participate in worship, they feel connected to God and to the church
community. They learn that they are loved and accepted, and they are
encouraged to grow in their faith.

Challenges to Worshiping With Children With SEN

There are a number of challenges that children with SEN may face when
worshiping. These challenges can include:
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Difficulty understanding the liturgy. The liturgy is the order of
worship, and it can be difficult for children with SEN to understand the
words and concepts used. This can make it difficult for them to follow
along with the service and to participate in the prayers and responses.

Difficulty participating in the music. The music is an important part
of worship, but it can be difficult for children with SEN to participate.
They may not be able to sing or play instruments, and they may have
difficulty following the rhythm and melody.

Difficulty behaving appropriately. Children with SEN may have
difficulty behaving appropriately during worship. They may be fidgety,
talkative, or disruptive. This can be a challenge for both the child and
for the other worshippers.

Tips for Worshiping With Children With SEN

There are a number of things that can be done to make worship more
accessible for children with SEN. These include:

Using clear and simple language. The liturgy should be written in
clear and simple language that is easy for children with SEN to
understand. The prayers and responses should also be simple and
easy to follow.
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Providing visual aids. Visual aids can help children with SEN to
understand the liturgy and to participate in the service. These aids can
include pictures, charts, and diagrams.

Using music that is accessible. The music should be accessible to
children with SEN. This means that it should be easy to sing and play,
and it should have a clear rhythm and melody.

Providing a quiet space. A quiet space can be a helpful place for
children with SEN to go if they need a break from the service. This
space can be used for quiet activities, such as reading or drawing.

Being patient and understanding. It is important to be patient and
understanding with children with SEN. They may not be able to
participate in the service in the same way as other children, but they
should still be included and welcomed.

Worship is essential for children with SEN. It provides them with a sense of
belonging, purpose, and hope. However, worship can be challenging for
children with SEN. There are a number of challenges that they may face,
such as difficulty understanding the liturgy, participating in the music, or
behaving appropriately. However, there are also a number of things that
can be done to make worship more accessible for children with SEN. By
using clear and simple language, providing visual aids, using music that is
accessible, providing a quiet space, and being patient and understanding,
we can help children with SEN to participate fully in worship.
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