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Wildfires are one of the most destructive natural disasters, and they can
strike without warning. In the United States, wildfires have caused billions
of dollars in damage and claimed the lives of thousands of people.

The good news is that there are steps you can take to protect yourself and
your loved ones from wildfires. By following these wildfire safety tips, you
can help to reduce your risk of injury or death.

Before a Wildfire

Create a wildfire evacuation plan and practice it with your family and
pets.

Assemble an emergency kit that includes food, water, first aid supplies,
and important documents.

Clear brush and other flammable materials away from your home and
property.
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Create a defensible space around your home by removing trees and
shrubs that could catch fire.

Install fire-resistant roofing and siding on your home.

Have a water source available to fight fires, such as a garden hose or
fire extinguisher.

During a Wildfire

If you are told to evacuate, do so immediately. Do not wait to gather
belongings.

Follow the evacuation routes that have been established by
authorities.

Stay away from areas that are burning.

If you are caught in a wildfire, try to find a clearing or open area away
from trees and brush.

Lie down on the ground and cover your face with a wet cloth.

After a Wildfire

Be aware of the dangers of smoke and ash. Wear a mask or respirator
if you are exposed to smoke or ash.

Check your home and property for damage. If your home has been
damaged, do not enter until it has been inspected by a qualified
professional.

Be prepared for power outages and water shortages. Have a battery-
powered radio and flashlight on hand.



Follow the instructions of local authorities. They will provide
information on how to stay safe and how to recover from the wildfire.

Wildfire Safety for Your Home

In addition to the general wildfire safety tips above, there are some specific
things you can do to protect your home from wildfires.

* **Create a defensible space:** This means clearing brush and other
flammable materials away from your home and property. The defensible
space should be at least 100 feet wide, and it should include all areas
around your home, including the roof, eaves, and decks. * **Install fire-
resistant roofing and siding:** Fire-resistant roofing and siding can help to
prevent your home from catching fire. Look for materials that have been
rated for fire resistance by a reputable testing agency. * **Have a water
source available:** In the event of a wildfire, you will need to have a water
source available to fight fires. This could be a garden hose, a fire
extinguisher, or a water tank. * **Be prepared for power outages:**
Wildfires can often cause power outages. Have a battery-powered radio
and flashlight on hand so that you can stay informed and communicate with
others.

By following these wildfire safety tips, you can help to protect yourself and
your loved ones from this devastating natural disaster.
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