
What Fatima Did: A Masterful Play Exploring
Identity, Religion, and the Clash of Cultures
: Navigating the Complexities of Identity

In the realm of contemporary theater, "What Fatima Did" by Oberon
Modern Plays stands as a profound and thought-provoking exploration of
identity, religion, and the often-fraught terrain where these elements
intersect. Written by Diafa Alvi, a Pakistani-British playwright, this award-
winning play delves into the challenges faced by a young Muslim woman
as she grapples with the complexities of her own identity amidst the
societal expectations and prejudices that surround her.

The Protagonist's Journey: Fatima's Quest for Authenticity

At the heart of "What Fatima Did" lies Fatima, a university student whose
life is turned upside down when she is accused of terrorism. As the play
unfolds, we witness Fatima's struggle to reconcile her personal beliefs with
the assumptions and preconceptions that others impose upon her. Through
her journey, she questions the traditional roles and expectations placed on
Muslim women, exploring the boundaries of faith, freedom, and self-
expression.
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Alvi's writing deftly captures the nuances and complexities of Fatima's
experiences. We see her wrestle with feelings of isolation and alienation,
while also grappling with the weight of familial and cultural expectations.
Amidst these challenges, Fatima's resilience and determination shine
through, as she embarks on a quest for authenticity and self-discovery.

Exploring the Clash of Cultures: Islamophobia and Prejudice

"What Fatima Did" poignantly examines the pervasive issue of
Islamophobia that plagues many Muslim communities today. Through the
character of Fatima, Alvi exposes the prejudices and misconceptions that
often lead to discrimination and social injustice. The play confronts the fear
and ignorance that fuel Islamophobic sentiments, while also highlighting the
strength and resilience of those who face these challenges.

The play's depiction of Fatima's experiences as a Muslim woman is
particularly powerful. Alvi's writing sensitively portrays the everyday realities
of living with the threat of discrimination, while also exploring the ways in
which Fatima resists and challenges societal stereotypes. Through
Fatima's story, the play raises important questions about the nature of
prejudice and the need for greater understanding and tolerance.

The Power of Education and Storytelling

At its core, "What Fatima Did" is also a testament to the transformative
power of education and storytelling. As Fatima navigates the challenges of
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her own identity, she finds solace and empowerment in books, literature,
and the pursuit of knowledge. Through her journey, the play underscores
the importance of education as a tool for critical thinking, self-expression,
and social change.

Alvi uses the medium of theater to tell Fatima's story, highlighting the vital
role that art and storytelling play in promoting empathy and understanding.
By bringing Fatima's experiences to the stage, the play provokes dialogue
and encourages audiences to reflect on their own perspectives and
prejudices.

Critical Acclaim and Social Impact

Since its premiere in 2018, "What Fatima Did" has garnered widespread
critical acclaim for its powerful storytelling, thought-provoking themes, and
nuanced character development. The play has received numerous awards,
including the prestigious Edinburgh Fringe First Award and the National
Theatre's New Views Award.

Beyond its theatrical success, "What Fatima Did" has also had a significant
social impact. The play has sparked important conversations about
Islamophobia, cultural expectations, and the challenges faced by
marginalized communities. By bringing these issues to the forefront, the
play has contributed to a greater awareness and understanding of the
complexities of contemporary society.

: A Lasting Legacy of Identity and Empowerment

"What Fatima Did" by Oberon Modern Plays is a powerful and timely play
that explores the complexities of identity, religion, and the clash of cultures.
Through the character of Fatima, the play confronts the challenges faced



by Muslim women and sheds light on the corrosive effects of Islamophobia.
However, the play is also a celebration of resilience, self-discovery, and the
transformative power of education and storytelling.

As the curtain falls on "What Fatima Did," audiences are left with a
profound sense of empathy and understanding. The play's legacy lies in its
ability to spark dialogue, challenge assumptions, and empower individuals
to navigate the complexities of their own identities. Diafa Alvi has crafted a
masterpiece that will continue to resonate with audiences for years to
come, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of contemporary theater.
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