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About the Book

Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown is a historical fiction
novel by Alistair Horne, first published in 1982. The novel is set in the
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British Raj during the Indian Rebellion of 1857 and follows the story of a
young British officer, Captain William Gordon, as he witnesses the horrors
of the rebellion and struggles to maintain his loyalty to the Crown.
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The novel is a vivid and realistic portrayal of the Indian Rebellion of 1857,
and Horne's writing is both gripping and informative. He brings to life the
sights, sounds, and smells of India during this tumultuous period, and he
does an excellent job of capturing the complex political and social forces
that led to the rebellion.

The novel's protagonist, Captain William Gordon, is a complex and
sympathetic character. He is a young man who is idealistic and patriotic,
but he is also forced to confront the dark side of British rule in India. He
witnesses the brutality of the rebellion firsthand, and he is forced to
question his own beliefs about the British Empire.
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Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown is a powerful and
moving novel that sheds light on one of the darkest chapters in British
history. It is a must-read for anyone interested in historical fiction, the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, or British rule in India.

Historical Context

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 was a major uprising against British rule in
India. The rebellion began in the Bengal Army, but it quickly spread to other
parts of the country. The rebels were motivated by a variety of factors,
including anger over British rule, religious tensions, and economic
grievances.

The British response to the rebellion was swift and brutal. They sent in
troops to crush the rebellion, and they carried out a series of reprisals
against the rebels. The rebellion was eventually put down, but it left a
lasting legacy of bitterness between the British and the Indian people.

The Novel

Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown follows the story of a
young British officer, Captain William Gordon, during the Indian Rebellion of
1857. Gordon is a young man who is idealistic and patriotic, but he is also
forced to confront the dark side of British rule in India. He witnesses the
brutality of the rebellion firsthand, and he is forced to question his own
beliefs about the British Empire.

The novel is a gripping and informative account of the Indian Rebellion of
1857. Horne brings to life the sights, sounds, and smells of India during this
tumultuous period, and he does an excellent job of capturing the complex
political and social forces that led to the rebellion.



The novel's protagonist, Captain William Gordon, is a complex and
sympathetic character. He is a young man who is idealistic and patriotic,
but he is also forced to confront the dark side of British rule in India. He
witnesses the brutality of the rebellion firsthand, and he is forced to
question his own beliefs about the British Empire.

Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown is a powerful and
moving novel that sheds light on one of the darkest chapters in British
history. It is a must-read for anyone interested in historical fiction, the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, or British rule in India.

Critical Reception

Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown received critical acclaim
upon its release. The novel was praised for its vivid and realistic portrayal
of the Indian Rebellion of 1857, and for its complex and sympathetic
characters.

The novel was also praised for its informative value. Horne does an
excellent job of explaining the complex political and social factors that led
to the rebellion, and he provides a wealth of information about the British
Raj and the Indian people.

Stand By The Colours The Shadow On The Crown is a historical fiction
masterpiece that sheds light on one of the darkest chapters in British
history. The novel is a must-read for anyone interested in historical fiction,
the Indian Rebellion of 1857, or British rule in India.
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