
Rethinking Outdoor Experiential and Informal
Education: A Comprehensive Guide
Outdoor experiential and informal education are increasingly recognized as
valuable and effective ways to learn. These educational approaches take
place outside of the traditional classroom setting and often involve hands-
on, interactive activities. They can be used to teach a variety of subjects,
including science, math, history, and language arts.
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There are many benefits to outdoor experiential and informal education.
These approaches can help students:

Develop critical thinking skills

Solve problems

Communicate effectively

Work collaboratively
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Build self-confidence

Develop a sense of place

Appreciate the natural world

Outdoor experiential and informal education can be implemented in a
variety of ways. Some common approaches include:

Field trips

Nature walks

Camping

Outdoor games

Service learning

Citizen science

When planning an outdoor experiential or informal education activity, it is
important to consider the following factors:

The age and abilities of the students

The subject matter being taught

The time of year

The weather conditions

The safety of the activity

With careful planning, outdoor experiential and informal education can be a
safe, enjoyable, and educational experience for students of all ages.



Case Studies

The following are a few case studies of successful outdoor experiential and
informal education programs:

The Nature Conservancy's Field Trip Program: This program takes
students on field trips to nature preserves and other natural areas.
Students learn about the plants, animals, and ecosystems of these
areas, and they develop an appreciation for the natural world.

The National Park Service's Junior Ranger Program: This program
encourages children to explore national parks and learn about their
history, ecology, and culture. Junior Rangers complete a variety of
activities, such as hiking, camping, and volunteering, and they earn
badges for their accomplishments.

The Audubon Society's Project Puffin: This program is designed to
restore puffin populations on islands off the coast of Maine. Students
help to band puffins, monitor their nests, and remove invasive species.
They also learn about the importance of puffins to the marine
ecosystem.

Outdoor experiential and informal education are valuable and effective
ways to learn. These approaches can help students to develop critical
thinking skills, solve problems, communicate effectively, work
collaboratively, build self-confidence, develop a sense of place, and
appreciate the natural world. With careful planning, outdoor experiential
and informal education can be a safe, enjoyable, and educational
experience for students of all ages.



Here are some additional tips for rethinking outdoor experiential and
informal education:

Start small. Don't try to do too much at once. Begin with a few simple
activities that you can easily implement.

Be flexible. Things don't always go according to plan when you're
outdoors. Be prepared to adjust your activities as needed.

Be patient. It takes time for students to learn and grow through outdoor
experiential and informal education. Don't get discouraged if you don't
see results immediately.

Have fun! Outdoor experiential and informal education should be
enjoyable for both students and teachers.

By following these tips, you can help to create successful outdoor
experiential and informal education programs that will benefit your students
for years to come.
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