
Read to Live, Live to Read: A Comprehensive
Checklist for Essential Reading
Reading is one of the most important things you can do for your mind and
soul. It expands your knowledge, broadens your horizons, and helps you
grow as a person. But with so many books out there, it can be hard to know
where to start.

That's why we've created this comprehensive checklist of essential reading.
This list includes a wide range of books from different genres and time
periods, so you're sure to find something that interests you. Whether you're
looking to learn more about history, science, philosophy, or literature, we've
got you covered.
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Fiction

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald - A classic American novel
that tells the story of a young man's rise and fall from grace.

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee - A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel
that explores the themes of race and injustice in the American South.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen - A witty and romantic novel that
follows the lives of five sisters in Regency England.

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes - A satirical novel that follows
the adventures of a delusional knight errant.

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel García Márquez - A
magical and haunting novel that tells the story of a multi-generational
family in Colombia.

Non-Fiction

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari - A
sweeping history of the human species, from our origins to the present
day.

The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg - A fascinating look at the
science of habits and how they shape our lives.

Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman - A Nobel Prize-
winning book that explores the two systems of thinking: fast, intuitive
thinking and slow, deliberate thinking.

Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker - A comprehensive guide to the
science of sleep and its importance for our health and well-being.



The Happiness Project by Gretchen Rubin - A year-long experiment
in happiness, with tips and insights on how to live a more fulfilling life.

Classics

The Iliad by Homer - An epic poem that tells the story of the Trojan
War.

The Odyssey by Homer - A sequel to The Iliad, which follows the
adventures of Odysseus as he returns home from the war.

The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri - A three-part poem that tells
the story of Dante's journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise.

Hamlet by William Shakespeare - A tragedy about a young prince who
is haunted by the ghost of his father.

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy - A sprawling epic novel that follows the
lives of five aristocratic families during the Napoleonic Wars.

Contemporary

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt - A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel about a
young boy who is orphaned in a terrorist attack.

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead - A National Book
Award-winning novel about a young slave who escapes to freedom.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas - A young adult novel about a 16-
year-old girl who witnesses the police shooting of her unarmed friend.

Circe by Madeline Miller - A retelling of the Greek myth of Circe, the
sorceress who turned Odysseus's men into pigs.



The Testaments by Margaret Atwood - A sequel to The Handmaid's
Tale, which explores the lives of three women in the oppressive society
of Gilead.

Young Adult

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins - A dystopian novel about a
young girl who is forced to compete in a televised death match.

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green - A tragic love story about two
cancer-stricken teenagers.

Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell - A coming-of-age story about two
misfits who fall in love.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas - A young adult novel about a 16-
year-old girl who witnesses the police shooting of her unarmed friend.

The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon - A romantic novel about two
strangers who meet on a crowded New York City street and fall in love.

Science Fiction and Fantasy

The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien - An epic fantasy novel about
a group of hobbits who set out on a quest to destroy the One Ring.

Dune by Frank Herbert - A science fiction novel about a young man
who is destined to become the ruler of a desert planet.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams - A science
fiction comedy novel about a man who travels the galaxy with his alien
friend.

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood - A dystopian novel about a
society in which women are forced to be child-bearing surrogates.



The Three-Body Problem by Cixin Liu - A science fiction novel about
a group of scientists who discover that aliens are planning to invade
Earth.

Mystery and Thriller

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson - A gritty crime
novel about a journalist who investigates the disappearance of a young
woman.

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn - A psychological thriller about a husband
who becomes the prime suspect in his wife's disappearance.

The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides - A psychological thriller about
a mute woman who is accused of murdering her husband.

The Guest List by Lucy Foley - A locked-room mystery novel about a
wedding weekend that turns deadly.

The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman - A cozy mystery
novel about a group of elderly friends who solve crimes.

Historical Fiction

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel - A historical novel about the rise and fall of
Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIII's chief minister.

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah - A historical novel about two
sisters who are separated during the Nazi occupation of France.

The Overstory by Richard Powers - A historical novel about the
interconnectedness of trees and the human experience.

The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen - A Pulitzer Prize-winning
historical novel about a Vietnamese immigrant who is recruited to spy



on his own people.

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett - A historical novel about two
identical twins who choose to live very different lives.

Biography and Memoir

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin - A
memoir written by one of the founding fathers of the United States.

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank - A diary written by a young
Jewish girl who
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Dream Keeper II by Parris Afton Bonds: An
Exploration of the Interplay of Art, Music, and
Spirituality
Dream Keeper II by Parris Afton Bonds is a multi-sensory experience that
explores the power of storytelling, the transformative nature of music,
and the...

100 Ultimate Smooth Jazz Riffs For Violin:
Elevate Your Playing to the Next Level
Welcome to the ultimate guide to 100 essential smooth jazz riffs for violin.
Whether you're a seasoned professional or just starting your jazz journey,
these...
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