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Django Reinhardt (1910-1953) was a Belgian-born Romani guitarist who is
widely regarded as one of the greatest guitarists of all time. His unique
playing style, which blended elements of jazz, gypsy music, and classical
guitar, revolutionized the sound of jazz guitar. Reinhardt, along with violinist
Stéphane Grappelli, founded the Hot Club de France, one of the most
influential jazz groups of the 1930s and 1940s.

Early Life and Influences

Django Reinhardt was born in Liberchies, Belgium, in 1910. His family was
part of the Manouche Romani community, and he grew up in a musical
environment. His father, Jean-Baptiste Reinhardt, was a guitarist and
played the banjo. Django began playing the guitar at a young age and
quickly showed a natural talent for the instrument.

Reinhardt was influenced by a variety of musical styles, including jazz,
gypsy music, and classical guitar. He was particularly influenced by the
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American jazz guitarist Eddie Lang. Reinhardt's unique playing style
combined elements of these different genres, creating a new and
innovative sound.

The Hot Club de France

In 1934, Reinhardt and violinist Stéphane Grappelli founded the Hot Club
de France. The group quickly became one of the most popular jazz groups
in Europe. The Hot Club de France's music was a mix of jazz, gypsy music,
and classical music, and Reinhardt's guitar playing was a major part of the
group's sound.

The Hot Club de France toured extensively throughout Europe and
recorded a number of albums. The group's music was very influential, and
it helped to spread the popularity of jazz guitar.

Later Career and Death

After the outbreak of World War II, the Hot Club de France disbanded.
Reinhardt continued to play guitar, but he never regained the same level of
success that he had achieved with the group. He died in 1953 at the age of
43.

Legacy

Django Reinhardt is considered one of the greatest guitarists of all time. His
unique playing style revolutionized the sound of jazz guitar, and he
continues to inspire guitarists today. Reinhardt's legacy is also carried on
by the Django Reinhardt Festival, which is held annually in Samois-sur-
Seine, France.

Playing Style



Django Reinhardt's playing style was unique and innovative. He combined
elements of jazz, gypsy music, and classical guitar into a new and
distinctive sound. Reinhardt was a master of improvisation, and he was
able to create complex and melodic solos. He was also a very versatile
guitarist, and he could play a variety of different styles, from swing to
bebop.

Reinhardt's playing style was characterized by his use of a floating thumb,
which allowed him to play rapid and complex melodic lines. He also used a
variety of different picking techniques, including alternate picking, tremolo
picking, and Gypsy picking.

Influence

Django Reinhardt has had a major influence on guitarists of all styles. His
unique playing style has inspired generations of guitarists, and he is
considered one of the most important and influential guitarists in history.

Some of the guitarists who have been influenced by Django Reinhardt
include:

Wes Montgomery

George Benson

Pat Metheny

John McLaughlin

Al Di Meola

Bireli Lagrene

Stochelo Rosenberg



Django Reinhardt was a truly unique and gifted guitarist. His innovative
playing style revolutionized the sound of jazz guitar, and he remains one of
the most influential guitarists in history. Reinhardt's legacy continues to
inspire guitarists today, and his music is enjoyed by people all over the
world.
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Dream Keeper II by Parris Afton Bonds is a multi-sensory experience that
explores the power of storytelling, the transformative nature of music,
and the...
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100 Ultimate Smooth Jazz Riffs For Violin:
Elevate Your Playing to the Next Level
Welcome to the ultimate guide to 100 essential smooth jazz riffs for violin.
Whether you're a seasoned professional or just starting your jazz journey,
these...
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